
Teacher / Librarian Discussion Guide

The Amazing Julius: The Great Lawn Gnome Standoff
Purpose: These discussion questions are designed to encourage reading comprehension, critical 
thinking, character analysis, personal reflection, conflict resolution, and exploration of the 
themes and life lessons found within the story. Suggested responses are examples only. Students 
should be encouraged to support their ideas with evidence from the story.

1. What was your favorite part of Julius's adventure, and why did that part stand out to 
you?

Possible Discussion Points:

 Students may enjoy discovering the gnome clans.
 Students may enjoy the negotiations between the clans.
 Students may enjoy Midnight the cat interrupting the treaty talks.
 Students may enjoy the final restoration of peace.
 Encourage students to explain why the scene felt exciting, funny, surprising, or meaningful.

2. If you had been with Julius during this adventure, what would you have done 
differently, and why?

Possible Discussion Points:

 Students may have talked to the gnomes sooner.
 Students may have investigated the missing scout differently.
 Students may have created another solution to the dispute.
 There are many valid responses if students can explain their reasoning.

3. What character traits did Julius show during this adventure, and which of those 
traits do you think are important in real life?

Possible Discussion Points:

 Leadership – Julius stepped forward to help solve the conflict.
 Courage – He entered the middle of the standoff despite being nervous.
 Patience – He listened to both sides before making a decision.
 Fairness – He worked to understand everyone's concerns.
 Problem Solving – He created a peaceful solution.
 Students should discuss which traits are valuable in everyday life.

4. Julius could have chosen a side in the conflict, but instead he decided to become a 
negotiator and listen to both clans. Why do you think Julius believed that 
understanding both sides was important before trying to solve the problem?

Possible Discussion Points:



 Good solutions require understanding everyone's perspective.
 Listening helps prevent misunderstandings.
 Fair leaders try to help both sides, not just one side.
 Many conflicts happen because people do not know the full story.
 Students may connect this lesson to friendships, school disagreements, or family situations.

5. After this adventure, what lessons do you think Julius learned, and what parts of the 
story make you believe that?

Possible Discussion Points:

 Listening is an important leadership skill.
 Problems can often be solved peacefully.
 Respecting boundaries and other people's concerns matters.
 Patience can help resolve disagreements.
 Courage sometimes means staying calm instead of fighting.
 Students should support their answers with examples from the story.



Themes and Morals
 Conflict is best solved through communication and understanding.
 Listening is a powerful leadership skill.
 Respecting others helps build trust.
 Patience and fairness can prevent bigger problems.
 Courage is not always physical; sometimes it means remaining calm under pressure.

Character Skills Demonstrated by Julius
 Leadership
 Negotiation
 Listening
 Patience
 Problem Solving
 Observation
 Fairness
 Courage

Real-Life Applications
 Resolving disagreements with friends.
 Listening before making judgments.
 Helping others find common ground.
 Working through misunderstandings.
 Using patience and respect during conflicts.


	Teacher / Librarian Discussion Guide
	The Amazing Julius: The Great Lawn Gnome Standoff
	Themes and Morals
	Character Skills Demonstrated by Julius
	Real-Life Applications


